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EDITORIAL

HISTORIANS, SCIENTISTS, AND THE HISTORY OF
EARTH SCIENCE

GREGORY A. Goop
Departing Editor, EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY
West Virginia University
Morgantown, WV 26506-6303
Greg.Good@mail.wvu.edu

I, and EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY, transition today toward new paths. Since
1998 I have done my best to maintain the standards of the journal. During my
time as editor, EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY has published a wealth of articles and
research notes, 73 in all. The articles have ranged so widely it would be tedious
to give any sense of their breadth. The journal has not quite become cosmic in
its scope, but it has come much closer to being a comprehensive venue for the
history of all areas of earth science. Articles in history of g geology and paleon-
tology have kept their strong presence, but there have been increasing numbers
of articles in the histories of atmospheric and oceanic science and even a little
history of geophysics. A gap in our coverage I wished to fill and never did was
the history of geography. Perhaps that will happen under the new editor.

One development that has pleased me greatly is the increasingly international
character of our authorship. This issue illustrates the point well. This issue has a
Spanish author, two Australians, three Britons, a Venezuelan, a Canadian, and five
Americans. Several issues in the last years have drawn authors from even broader
backgrounds. While this is a good sign that EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY is becom-
ing more global, it also points to a practical problem of fast communication during
the publishing process. The editor-to-be, Patrick Wyse Jackson, is con51der1ng
ways to meet this challenge. Since he will be editing the journal in Dub]m Ireland,
and the printer will continue to be Allen Press in Lawrence, Kansas, U.S.A., this
will be essential.

During these six years I have incurred many debts. First, my thanks to all
of the authors who have allowed me to work with their creations. You have taught
me not only much history of earth science, but many of you have interacted with
me most cooperatively regarding changes to your manuscripts and various com-
puter problems experienced along the way.

Likewise, numerous articles have been reviewed by a great many referees
(well over one hundred!) and by several of the Associate Editors. These two
groups, more than the editor, guarantee the observance of a high scholarly stan-
dard. I wish to thank several particular Associate Editors—Ken Carpenter, David
Oldroyd, Ezio Vaccari, James Fleming, and Irina Podgorny—all of whom helped
with the various stages of several articles.

Gerald M. Friedman and Mott Greene, the Founding Editor and second Ed-
itor of EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY, have supported and advised me during my
term. Gerry in particular has continued to supp]y the column ‘Interesting Publi-
cations’ and to do so on schedule. Mott’s ‘war stories’ have helped me to keep
going when I have occasionally needed encouragement. And I have had the priv-
ilege of working with two energetic Book Review Editors: Gretchen Luepke By-
num and Vic Baker. Their contributions to the journal, and to the Editor’s sanity,
are immeasurable.

I reserve my greatest thanks, though, for the other officers of the History of

Earth Sciences History, v. 23, no. 2, 2004, pp. 171-173
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172 EDITORIAL

the Earth Sciences Society, who have alternately fed me new ideas or reacted
constructively to my own. Ken Taylor first discussed the editorship with me at
the close of his term as President in 1998. I have since served with Presidents
Kennard Bork, Silvia E de M. Figueiréa, and Bill Brice, with two treasurers,
Dorothy Sack and Ed Rogers, and with numerous councilors, all of whom have
interacted extensively with me via email and telephone. Without their gentle goad-
ing and collaboration, I could not have had nearly as much fun as I've had and
the journal would not have been so strong.

I've heard that an organization is not mature until it has moved to its fourth
CEO, and now EARTH ScieNces HisTOrRY makes that move. From Gerald M.
Friedman, to Mott Greene, to myself, and now to Patrick Wyse Jackson. With
each step the journal has grown, and each succeeding editor has benefited from
the experience of his predecessors. I thank Gerry and Mott for their advice and
empathy. I’'m confident that Patrick, too, will do well for the journal and the
society.

HESS and this journal are unique in history of science, in that here historians
and scientists act together as equal partners. Different motivations drive our re-
spective historical interests, but this is healthy. While some journals in history of
science seem to be progressively more pre-occupied with arcane issues of histo-
riography, and while some scientific outlets seem not to expect historical research
to meet the same standards that are applied to scientific research, EARTH SCIENCES
HISTORY has tried to occupy a middle ground. Although this journal has published
articles based on historical problems, some controversial, it has also published
articles simply because they told a good story well. And standards of argument
and documentation have been enforced. I hope our readers have found this balance
acceptable. I have tried as Editor to keep alive the spirit of collaboration among
scientists and historians that I trace back (in my career) to the ‘Insiders-Outsiders’
Penrose Conference of 1994,

This ‘bonus issue” of the journal is almost two issues in one. The first section
includes six ‘over-the-transom’ contributions: on the history of Spanish seismol-
ogy in social and political context, on the development and fate of the concept
of ‘Desert Sandstone’ in Australia, on the International Association of Sedimen-
tology at fifty years, on Baer’s law of stream deflection, on ancient references to
fossils on Samos, and on the tendency for ideas to resurface over time in geo-
morphological thought.

The second section was brought to me by Daniel E Merriam, who partici-
pated in a session at the 35" meeting of the International Association for Math-
ematical Geology (IAMG), in Portsmouth, England, in 2003. These seven articles
do not merely celebrate the people who established this new geological special-
ization in the twentieth century; they explore the diversity of personality and
ability that made this new field possible. These articles display for our readers a
side of geology that many of them likely know very little about. The pre-occu-
pation for years has been with ‘classic’ geology, especially with geological field
work and with dramatic theoretical orientations like catastrophism and actualism
or plate tectonics. Many other aspects of earth science yet remain to be treated
historically.

A last word of thanks: West Virginia University has generously supported
EARTH ScIENCES HISTORY since 1998 through a small subsidy. This subsidy has
allowed me to attend conferences of both the History of Science Society and the
Geological Society of America each year. This way I was able to stay in touch
with HESS members and recruit possible authors and referees. Equally valuable,
however, this subsidy has employed a series of student assistants who have helped
in many ways. Their most visible products are the five Cumulative Indexes at the
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EDITORIAL 173

end of this volume. These indexes provide a comprehensive guide to volumes 1
to 22 of EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY. The assistants have also scanned all twenty-
three volumes of the journal and produced a PDF version of it that will be made
available for purchase in 2005. My thanks go out to Tom Tucker, Stephen R. Orr
IV, Jeremy Robinson, Isaac Emerick, and Jason Ruehl. The Dean of the Eberly
College of Arts and Sciences at WVU who saw the value in editorial activity was
Duane Nellis. Duane was President of the Association of American Geographers
while I was editor. Many of you will appreciate that few academic administrators
see editing a journal as an advisable alternative to research!

A new phase in my life is beginning. Thank you all for this wonderful
opportunity I had to edit EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY.
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Founding Editor and Honorary Life Member of the History of the Earth
Sciences Society, Distinguished Professor Gerald M. Friedman will celebrate his
retirement on September 11-14, 2005 from the City University of New York. The
conference will celebrate Professor Friedman’s career in geology, education, and
history of science. Retirement from active teaching and administration will pro-
vide additional opportunity for research and writing. The party will be celebrated
at the Northeastern Science Foundation in the beautiful setting of Troy, New York,
in the foothills of the Catskill and Adirondack Mountains. The program will
include a field trip by boat on the Hudson River to experience the ambience of
upstate New York and history of geology field trips to the sites of founders of
American geology. We extend invitations to both members and nonmembers to
submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations.

Join us to celebrate Professor Friedman's career.

Registration forms will be sent later.

Please send abstract to:

Friedman 2005, NSF/RCAG 15 Third Street/PO Box 746, Troy, NY 12181
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