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amining a work of past science the question(s) its au-
thor was trying to answer. That such questions are
often far from obvious, and often far different from
those asked in more recent science, is one of the most
important things we learn from the study of the history
of science. You, as the author, must tell the audience,
at the outset of the piece, what they will know once
they have read what you have written. The best way
to approach this in your research and writing is to

3. Remember to Write What “Goes Without Saying”

The most fragile parts of scientific life and the first
to be lost historically are those things that are so ob-
vious to all members of a scientific community that
they “go without saying”. Because they go without
saying they are never said (or written). When no one
says them, then no one hears them. The result? It is
possible for a concept or shared understanding to move
directly from the status “everyone knows” to “no one
knows™ and even ““you can’t say that” —even in a single
generation. The most valuable parts of the reminis-
cences of working scientists are not how “they saw the
revolution coming” but what they and their colleagues
all agreed to be the case and practiced as a matter of
course in the years before the revolution arrived. When
you write, think about what there is in your topic that
is so generally well known that you would be embar-
rassed to say it—that is precisely what should be in
your work. This is made easier when the author of a
historical work has committed to

4. Present Sufficient Technical Detail

This journal has a large readership among working
scientists in many fields interested in the technical de-
tails of the work done in the past—methods, proce-
dures and ideas all together. It is easier for us to find
the problem and its context and the shared assump-
tions of earlier scientists when we look at the details
of their work. For the non-scientist readers this detail —
when presented clearly and free of jargon—is an im-
portant part of their scientific education, and reminds
them that good history of science has a lot of science
in it. Finally, remember that historical work is shaped
by the conventions of scientific work, and in such work
you must

5. Follow the Professional Standards of the Field

History of earth science is still history, it is not itself
earth science. There are rules of procedure for re-
searching and writing history and though these are rel-
atively straightforward, they are as inviolable and iron-
clad as rules of scientific procedure which govern work
within the natural sciences. They boil down to this:
when you are writing about scientists of the past you
must a) search out, examine and cite accurately and
completely every historical work written on them and
the areas they worked in up to the time of your own
article or book; b) read everything your scientist/sub-
ject(s ) wrote on the topic or problem at hand, and c)
read as much as possible of what they read on that

topic or problem before they wrote on it and, some-
times even d) read what the people they read, read.
This is how you find the problem, the context and the
question of your topic and it is the means by which
historians build a connected structure of information
about the past, rather than series of fascinating but
unconnected anecdotes.

The editor encourages prospective authors for E4RTH
SCIENCES HISTORY to contact him in the early stages of
their projects to discuss these points in the specific
contexts of their own historical researches.

PUBLICATION OF
EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY

For the foreseeable future, EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY
will continue to be printed and distributed for us by
Allen Press, in Lawrence Kansas. In October 1993 I
attended an editorial seminar at Allen Press on “‘elec-
tronic publishing”™ offered by that press to editors of
small journals such as ours. I have since comparison-
shopped prices and costs, and find Allen Press to be
quite reasonable. I will, however, be moving the jour-
nal steadily throughout my editorship toward ‘“‘elec-
tronic publishing” —with the hope that three to four
years from now our journal will go to Allen Press on
a series of computer diskettes containing the full num-
ber of the journal: made up, formatted, paginated, in-
dexed, and requiring only the insertion of the accom-
panying half-tones, these to be digitized, sized and
inserted at the press. The large apparent costs of pub-
lishing with Allen Press in the recent past appear to
me to stem from 1) the fact that all our copy has gone
to Allen Press as hard-copy and been retyped at the
Press at our expense and 2) from revision charges stem-
ming from authors’ failure to carefully correct proofs
(nudge nudge). These two areas have consumed 20%
to 30% of the cost of each issue. With Allen press now
willing and able to accept copy from us on diskette I
hope that savings in these areas, by having authors
submit final revised articles on diskettes, and by rig-
orously enforcing the journal’s policy of charging back
in-press revision charges to the authors, will eventually
amount to $2500.00 to $3000.00 on a 150 page issue—
which can then be plowed back into larger issues, or
moving to three numbers a year rather than our current
two numbers a year.

A NEW CITATION STYLE AND
SUBMISSION POLICY

I direct the attention of our readers (this includes
most of our authors, I believe) to the page opposite
the last page of this editorial, entitled “Suggestions for
Contributors to EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY”. Therein are
the new rules and formats for submissions to the jour-
nal.

In the past the journal has wavered between scientific
and historical citation styles. Scientific style, or ““au-
thor-date” style is compact and efficient for scientific
work, but very cumbersome for archival sources, let-
ters, maps and other primary materials of history.
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